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Again this year, DCS are taking steps to reduce 
their carbon footprint by replacing their annual 
Christmas cards with a special edition of Idris Eye.
All monies saved on this venture will be donated to Iain Rennie Hospice at Home (www.irhh.org). 
So, may we take this opportunity to wish all our partners and associates...

A Very Merry Christmas
& A Prosperous New Year
Webtastic! The launch 
of the new Idris website
Idris is an efficient, dynamic and reliable software, and now 
so is the website! The technology site has undergone a full 
Idris upgrade for 2009 and is congested with new features;

• New look, easy to navigate home page.

• Improved menu format.

• Sign up for Idris Eye, News & Updates.

• Improved search engine capabilities.

• ‘Email to Colleague’ option for articles & white papers.

• Comprehensive listing and information for all ITPs.

• Technical support & answers through Idris Community.
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ITP Update
American Traffic Solutions Unveils 
Over-weight & Over-height Vehicle 
Photo Enforcement Systems
Attendees at the World Congress on ITS in New York City got a sneak peek at American Traffic 
Solutions’ (ATS’) newest photo enforcement technology which is designed to help cities solve 
the problems associated with over-weight and over-height trucks.

ATS’ Axsis™ WIM-300 (Weigh-in-Motion) system uses a combination of quartz weight-
sensitive sensors embedded in the road and a roadside system which automatically monitors 
and isolates heavy vehicles. The sensors ‘read’ the weight of a vehicle and can detect an over-
weight vehicle. Similarly, the Axsis™ Overheight photo enforcement system uses a laser to 
measure the vehicle’s height and detect violations. Images and video clips of the offending 
vehicles are captured similar to red-light and speed camera images. The photographic 
evidence is reviewed by the local police agency before citations are mailed to violators.

More info on ATS at www.redlightcamera.com

E-470 Goes Cashless 
E-470 Public highway Authority operate a 47-mile toll highway around the eastern perimeter 
of the Denver metropolitan area.

On January 1st 2009, a new toll payment option will be available on E-470 License Plate Toll.  
It will allow customers to pay their toll without stopping.  A photograph will be taken of the 
license plate each time the License Plate Toll customer passes through a toll collection point, 
and a bill will be sent one month later.  On July 4th 2009, cash will no longer be accepted on 
E-470 and customers will pay their toll by ExpressToll or License Plate Toll.

ITP feedback on Idris Community:
Q	How safe are the message boards on Idris Community, who can see my post?
A	Currently, posts are seen by all users. For ITP sensitive material we are able to offer a 
new service which allows the following within the ITP forum;

 •	A user group for each ITP
	 and / or
 •	A separate forum for each ITP

This will allow secure posts to be made which would not be accessible to anyone outside 
the particular ITP group.

If you would be interested in registering for this feature, please log on to your Idris 
Community account and post a request.

Go to www.idris-community.net

What else can I expect from Idris Community?

Support, news & event updates via;
 •	Forums
 •	FAQ’s
 •	Tutorials
 •	Knowledge base

Are you registered?  
Registered & need to update your profile? 
Have a question?

Go to www.idris-community.net
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next issue
• ITP update

• E-470’s cashless 
alternative
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• New logo

• New Idris Eye

• New ITP loop 
calculator

• New access area  
for document and 
software releases

Dr Hal Worrall of Transportation 
Innovations has the last word for 2008
The year 2008 will go down in history as the best of times and the worst of times. 
Leaving the best for last, if you were a toll agency or concessionaire attempting to 
acquire or build a facility, I hope you got it done in the first half of the year. The 
second half followed the financial meltdown of the global  
“Wall Street” in the aftermath of the secondary mortgage collapse. There are no 
investment bankers left in the U.S., those which remain are now regulated banks. 
There are few, if any, credit insurance companies which can offer AAA ratings for 
municipal debt and the market is generally frozen for lack of liquidity. 

The best is that more and more toll operators are realising Open-Road-Tolling/All-
Electronic-Toll-Collection/Multilane-Free-Flow (ORT/AETC/MLFF) is the wave of the 
immediate future. A dozen or more agencies in the U.S. are studying or have already 
committed to go AETC. Just this week the USDOT secretary said “You hold the key 
to speeding the transition to open-road tolling, the key to attracting more 
investment, and the key to unlocking gridlock through dynamic pricing.” I would 
consider that an endorsement of cashless toll collection. This trend is evident 
throughout the globe, South Africa with its new Gauteng project, the German, 
Austrian and Czech Republic systems, India, Malaysia etc. Everyone is implementing 
toll systems without cash.

As in any time, there are rainbows and rainstorms, and then they are gone and a 
new front passes through. 

I hope your Holidays 
are full of happiness and joy.
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