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American Transportation 
Awards for ORT Technology

Idris update

Idris® Technology continues to go  
from strength to strength. Open Road 
Tolling (ORT) projects for Florida 
Turnpike Enterprise (FTE) and 
Washington DOT were both winners  
at the recent American Transportation 
Awards (ATA’s). 

The two projects included Idris  
ORT technology supplied by Idris 
Technology Partner (ITP) Peek Traffic 
Corporation (Peek Traffic). The awards 
were chosen through regional 
competitions between June and 
September 2008 and the presentation 
ceremony will take place on the 19th 
October 2008 at the AASHTO Annual 
Meeting in Hartford, Connecticut.

America is a nation in constant motion  
– from truckers on the Interstate to 
commuters on the subway. They expect 
transportation services to keep pace 
with their busy lives, save time and 
money, and apply innovative solutions to 
today’s and tomorrow’s challenges. The 
ATA's are designed to recognise 
achievement in the development and 
construction of transportation projects, 

and to instil an appreciation of 
transportation as a key element to the 
quality of life. The transportation 
projects are judged according to their 
size in three categories; "Innovative 
Management," "On Time" and  
"On Budget". 

FTE won the South Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials 
(SASHTO) best on-time small project 
for the improvements made to the Bird 
Road and Homestead Toll plaza's. From 
concept to concrete in a record seven 
months with the overall goal of 
improving traffic flow and safety. 

Peek Traffic provided Automatic  
Vehicle Classification (AVC) by way  
of stand-alone SmartToll units utilising 
Idris AT600 software. These are self-
contained systems, and communications 
with the lane controller are handled via 
an IP socket. Bird Road plaza had two 
directions of ORT, each of which had 
three travel lanes and no shoulder lanes. 
Homestead Plaza had two directions of 
ORT, both of which had two travel lanes 
and no shoulder lanes. 

Idris® 

fits all  
sizes 

www.idris-technology.com
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The implementation of the plazas was on 
a short time line and installation schedules 
changed with little notice. However, the 
integration team for the project achieved 
the goals set forth by FTE.

The second award went to Washington 
DOT, who were voted Western 
Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (WASHTO) 

best on-time large project for the work 
carried out to improve the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge. The project cost $724 
million and required 3 million hours of 
labour. The project was completed 
under budget and four weeks ahead of 
schedule, all thanks to the management 
team who combined local talent with 
specialists from around the world.  
The success was aided by the combined 
technology supplied by Peek Traffic and 
Idris software. As with the FTE plazas, 
Peek Traffic provided the same AVC 
system, stand-alone SmartToll units 
incorporating Idris AT600 tolling. Tacoma 
Narrows has one direction of ORT with 
three travel lanes and no shoulder lanes. 
The implementation of ORT improved 
the previous traffic flow conditions,  
from stop start, to the current freeway 
speeds for users of the Tacoma  
Narrows Bridge.

Jim Ely, Executive Director of Florida Turnpike 
Enterprise, was quoted to say, “I am very proud of our 
team and our partners for completing this important 
project in less than one year.  This project significantly 
reduces congestion on the turnpike, moving Floridians 
and our visitors more effectively.”

For further information go to;

Idris Technology
Teri England
Idris Marketing & Project Manager
Diamond Consulting Services Ltd
Chestnut Farm, Dinton, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP17 8UG
Tel: +44 (0)1296 747667
Fax: +44 (0)1296 747557
Email: teri@diamond.demon.co.uk

Peek Traffic Corporation 
Vance Williams
2511 Corporate Way
Palmetto
Florida 34221
USA
Tel: 001 941 845 1200 
Fax: 001 941 365 0837 
Email: Vance.Williams@peektraffic.com

American Transportation Awards: www.americastransportationaward.org/
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